
 

Week 1 
 

Lesson  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to 
the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast 
about, but not before God. 3For what does the scripture say? "Abraham  
believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness." 4Now to one 
who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to 
one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is 
reckoned as righteousness. 13For the promise that he would inherit the world 
did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through 
the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the 
heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath;  
but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of 
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father 
of all of us, 17as it is written, "I have made you the father of many nations") 
— in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.  

 

Character Reading:   Exodus 1:8-22 
8Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9He said to his 
people, "Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful 
than we. 10Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, 
in the event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the 
land." 11Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with 
forced labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 
12But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread,  
so that the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites. 13The Egyptians became 
ruthless in imposing tasks on the Israelites, 14and made their lives bitter with 
hard service in mortar and brick and in every kind of field labor. They were 
ruthless in all the tasks that they imposed on them.  15The king of Egypt said 
to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other 
Puah, 16When you act as midwives to the Hebrew women, and see them on 
the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, she shall live. 17But the 
midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of Egypt commanded 
them, but they let the boys live. 18So the king of Egypt summoned the mid-
wives and said to them, "Why have you done this, and allowed the boys to 
live?" 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, "Because the Hebrew women are not 
like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth before the 
midwife comes to them." 20So God dealt well with the midwives; and the 
people multiplied and became very strong. 21And because the midwives 
feared God, he gave them families. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his  
people, "Every boy that is born to the Hebrews you shall throw into the Nile, 
but you shall let every girl live."  
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Week 1 

 

Opening Dialogue & Hymn   pg 4 & 5 

Psalm & Prayer     pg 6 & 7 

Lesson       pg 8 

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

Gospel Song      pg 12 

“For God So Loved the World” 
 

Character Reading:   Exodus 1:8-22 
 

“I Did What Anyone Would Do” 
The story of Shiphrah     played by Diane Cummings 

 

Homily  
 

Hymn:     “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  ELW 733 
 

Intercessions      pg 9 
 

Lord’s Prayer      pg 10 
 

Nunc Dimittis      pg 10 & 11 
 

Benediction      pg 11 



 

Week 2 
 

Lesson   Romans 5:1-11 
 

1Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have obtained access  
to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the 
glory of God. 3And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not disappoint us, 
because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the  
Holy Spirit that has been given to us. 
6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the  
ungodly. 7Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person — though 
perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8But God 
proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 
us. 9Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, 
will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10For if while we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, 
much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 
11But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received reconciliation.  

 

Character Reading:   Exodus 2:1-10 
 

1Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 
2The woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a 
fine baby, she hid him three months. 3When she could hide him no longer 
she got a papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; 
she put the child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the  
river. 4His sister stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him. 
5The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her  
attendants walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds 
and sent her maid to bring it. 6When she opened it, she saw the child.  
He was crying, and she took pity on him. "This must be one of the  
Hebrews' children," she said. 7Then his sister said to Pharaoh's daughter, 
"Shall I go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse the child 
for you?" 8Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Yes." So the girl went and 
called the child's mother. 9Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this child 
and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages." So the woman took 
the child and nursed it. 10When the child grew up, she brought him to 
Pharaoh's daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him Moses, 
"because," she said, "I drew him out of the water."  
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Week 2 

 

Opening Dialogue & Hymn   pg 4 & 5 

Psalm & Prayer     pg 6 & 7 

Lesson       pg 8 

Romans 5:1-11 

Gospel Song      pg 13 

“You Give the Water of Life” 
 

Character Reading:   Exodus 2:1-10 
 

“Water Gave Me Life” 
The story of Moses     played by Don Gordineer 

 

Homily  
 

Hymn:  “Lord, I Lift Your Name on High” ELW 857 
 

Intercessions      pg 9 
 

Lord’s Prayer      pg 10 
 

Nunc Dimittis      pg 10 & 11 
 

Benediction      pg 11 



 

Character Reading:   Acts 7:54-8:3, 9:1-19 
54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth 
at Stephen. 55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw 
the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56Look, he said, 
"I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 
God!" 57But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together 
against him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; 
and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my  
spirit." 60Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not 
hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he died.  8:1And Saul  
approved of their killing him. That day a severe persecution began against 
the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered through 
out the countryside of Judea and Samaria. 2Devout men buried Stephen and 
made loud lamentation over him. 3But Saul was ravaging the church by  
entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he committed 
them to prison.  9:1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against 
the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to 
the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3Now as he 
was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
"Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 5He asked, "Who are you, Lord?" 
The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and  
enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." 7The men who were 
traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no 
one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could 
see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.  
9For three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 10Now there 
was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a  
vision, "Ananias." He answered, "Here I am, Lord." 11The Lord said to him, 
"Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for 
a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen 
in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that 
he might regain his sight." 13But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 
14and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your 
name." 15But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is an instrument whom I have 
chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people of 
Israel; 16I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my 
name." 17So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands on Saul and 
said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 
18And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight was 
restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some food,  
he regained his strength. 
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Week 3 

 

Opening Dialogue & Hymn   pg 4 & 5 

Psalm & Prayer     pg 6 & 7 

Lesson       pg 8 
Ephesians 5:8-14 

8For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as  
children of light — 9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and 
right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part 
in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is 
shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; 13but everything  
exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visible  
is light. Therefore it says,   "Sleeper, awake!   

Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you." 
 

Gospel Song      pg 14 
“Open My Eyes” 

 

Character Reading:   Acts 7:54-8:3, 9:1-19 
 

“A Man of Action” 
The story of Paul     played by Ron Martin-Dent 

 

Homily  

Hymn:         “Rock of Ages”   ELW 623 

Intercessions      pg 9 

Lord’s Prayer      pg 10 

Nunc Dimittis      pg 10 & 11 

Benediction      pg 11 



 

Week 4 
 

Lesson   Romans 8:6-11 
 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law — indeed 
it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 
Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the 
body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteous-
ness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 
Character Reading:    Luke 8:1-3  &  Luke 24:1-10 
 

1Soon afterwards he went on through cities and villages,  
proclaiming and bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. 
The twelve were with him, 2as well as some women who had  
been cured of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, 
from whom seven demons had gone out, 3and Joanna, the wife of 
Herod's steward Chuza, and Susanna, and many others,  
who provided for them out of their resources.  
1But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the 
tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the 
stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they went in,  
they did not find the body. 4While they were perplexed about this, 
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. 
5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground, 
but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told 
you, while he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be 
handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise 
again." 8Then they remembered his words, 9and returning from 
the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest.10Now 
it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and 
the other women with them who told this to the apostles.  
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Week 4 

 

Opening Dialogue & Hymn   pg 4 & 5 

Psalm & Prayer     pg 6 & 7 

Lesson       pg 8 

Romans 8:6-11 

Gospel Song      pg 15 

“Loving Shepherd” 
 

Character Reading:      Luke 8:1-3  &  Luke 24:1-10 
 

“The Nightmare Was Over” 
The story of Mary Magdalene     played by Jennifer Chambers 

 

Homily  
 

Hymn:      “What Wondrous Love Is This”   
          ELW 666 v. 1, 2 & 4 
 

Intercessions      pg 9 
 

Lord’s Prayer      pg 10 
 

Nunc Dimittis      pg 10 & 11 
 

Benediction      pg 11 



 

Week 5 
 

Lesson   John 11:11-16 
 

11After saying this, he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him." 12The disciples said 
to him, "Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right." 13Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 
he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, 
"Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him." 16Thomas, who was 
called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that 
we may die with him."  
 

Character Reading:   John 14:1-6  &  John 20:24-29 
 

1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also 
in me. 2In my Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for 
you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may  
be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going." 
5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are  
going. How can we know the way?"  
   6Jesus said to him,  "I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  
      No one comes to the Father except through me.   

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was 
not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, 
"We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe." 
26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas 
was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said 
to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe." 
28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to 
him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe."  
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Week 5 

 

Opening Dialogue & Hymn   pg 4 & 5 

Psalm & Prayer     pg 6 & 7 

Lesson       pg 8 

John 11:11-16 

Gospel Song      pg 16 

“No Greater Love” 
 

Character Reading:   John 14:1-6  &  John 20:24-29 
 

“My Lord and My God” 
The story of Thomas     played by Peter Mangels 

 

Homily  
 

Hymn:       “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 
        ELW 803 
 

Intercessions      pg 9 
 

Lord’s Prayer      pg 10 
 

Nunc Dimittis      pg 10 & 11 
 

Benediction      pg 11 


