Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
Ash Wednesday
February 14, 2024

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

GATHERING SONG
“Our Father, We Have Wandered”

CONFESSION, FORGIVENESS
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Our Father, We Have Wandered
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1 Our Fa - ther, we have wan - dered and hid - den from your face;
2 And now at length dis - cern - ing the e - vil that we do,
3 O Lord of all the liv. - ing, both ban - ished and re - stored,
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in fool-ish-ness have squan - dered your leg - a - cy of grace
be - hold us, Lord, re - turn - ing with hope and trust to you
com-pas-sion-ate, for - giv - ing, and ev - er - car - ing Lord
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But now, in ex - ile dwell - ing, we rise with fear and shame,
In haste you come to meet us and home re - joic - ing bring,
grant now that our trans - gress - ing, our faith-less - ness may cease.
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as, dis - tant but com - pel - ling, we hear you call our name
in glad-ness there to greet us with calf and robe and ring.
Stretch out your hand in bless - ing, in par - don, and in peace
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Text: Kevin Nichols, 1929-2006
Music: Hans Leo Hassler, 1564—-1612; arr. Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685-1750
Text © 1981 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.

HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN

7676D



GREETING The Lord be with you.  And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed into dust the breath of life, creating us
to serve you and our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness, and strengthen us to
face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-25
A reading from Genesis.

18Then the Lord GOD said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a
helper as his partner." °So out of the ground the Lord GOD formed every animal of the field
and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. °The man gave names to all
cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not
found a helper as his partner. 2!So the Lord GOD caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that the
Lord GOD had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.

23Then the man said,

"This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;

this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken."

24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become
one flesh. 2And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 51:1-17
'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
“Wash me through and through from my wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin.
°For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.
°Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness, a sinner from my mother’s womb.
°Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
'Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.
Let me hear joy and gladness; that the body you have broken may rejoice.
°Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my wickedness.
‘“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.



t1Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
?’Restore to me the joy of your salvation and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.
3Let me teach your ways to offenders, and sinners shall be restored to you.
““Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation,
and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness.
0 Lord, open my lips, and my mouth shall proclaim your praise.
““For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it.
You are not pleased with burnt offering.
Y"The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit;
a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
A reading from 1 Corinthians.

LIf I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, | am a noisy gong or
a clanging cymbal. 2And if | have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if | have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, | am
nothing. 3If | give away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that | may boast,
but do not have love, | gain nothing.

“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant ®or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 8it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. “It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. °For we know only in part, and we prophesy
only in part; *°but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end. **When | was a
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, | reasoned like a child; when | became an
adult, 1 put an end to childish ways. ?For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see
face to face. Now | know only in part; then | will know fully, even as | have been fully known.
13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Spoken)
Return to the LORD, your God, who is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love. (Joel 2:13)

GOSPEL: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes
that spiritual devotion must not be done for show.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *““Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be
seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. *‘So whenever you
give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in
the streets, so that they may be praised by others.



Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. :But when you give alms, do not let your
left hand know what your right hand is doing, ‘so that your alms may be done in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
*“*And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in

the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly | tell you,
they have received their reward. :But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door
and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.
1“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces
so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have received their reward.
But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, **so that your fasting may be
seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret

will reward you.

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where
thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 2For where your treasure is,

there your heart will be also.”

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Love is a Work in Progress Pastor Grant Applehans
HYMN OF THE DAY “Be Thou My Vision” ELW 793
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es | heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - ry won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
1 ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav - en’s joys, O heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought both by day and Dby night,
Thou my soul’s shel - ter, and thou my  high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n - ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r. -
great God of heav - - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931

Music: Irish traditional

SLANE
10101010



INVITATION TO LENT ELW p. 252

The assembly is seated. The presiding pastor invites the assembly into the discipline of Lent.
Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time of remembering Jesus’
Passover from death to life, and our life in Christ is renewed.

We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance and for God’s mercy.
We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in
harmony with creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and
creation, so that we do not enjoy the life our creator intended.

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists
whatever leads us away from love of God and neighbor. I invite you, therefore, to the discipline
of Lent—self-examination and repentance, prayer and fasting, sacrificial giving and works of
love—strengthened by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us continue our journey through
these forty days to the great Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection.

CONFESSION OF SIN ELW p. 252

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or sits. Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.

Most holy and merciful God,

we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we
have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.

Have mercy on us, O God.

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
Have mercy on us, O God.

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives,

we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people,

we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us,
we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
we confess to you. Have mercy on us, O God.

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our prejudice and
contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Our waste and pollution of your creation,

and our lack of concern for those who come after us, we confess to you.

Have mercy on us, O God.

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.



IMPOSITION OF ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.

May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us
that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are we given eternal life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

People may come forward and kneel or stand to receive the ashes.
Pastors mark the forehead of each person with a cross of ashes, saying:

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

During this time, hymns or silence may be kept.

After those who desire ashes have received them,
all may kneel or sit, and the pastor continues.

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,

that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior,

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection.

The presiding minister addresses the assembly.

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the church, the well-being of
creation, and a world in need.

A brief silence.

You call us to return to you, steadfast God. Renew a right spirit within the church and cleanse
the hearts of your people. Strengthen those who proclaim your gospel in word and deed.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You sustain your creation, generous God. Supply all that is needful for life to flourish.
Protect endangered species and fragile habitats. Teach us to live lightly upon the earth and
to honor it as our home.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You seek justice and peace, righteous God. Rebuild cities and homelands devastated

by war. Provide welcome, help, and safety to refugees. Prosper negotiations that lead to
lasting peace among the nations.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You care for all people, loving God. Heal any who are scarred by violence, addiction,
or trauma of any kind. Comfort those who grieve and bring relief to any in pain.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



You gather this assembly, abiding God. Unite us in serving our neighbors and working for
justice. We pray for caregivers and people who are hospitalized, in treatment, or recovering
from illness (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You redeem us from death, faithful God. We give thanks for those who served you
in the church. Bring us with all the saints into everlasting joy.

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers of our hearts,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING HYMN “Lord Jesus, Think On Me” ELW 599



Lord Jesus, Think on Me
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I Lord Je - sus, thnkk on me, and purge a - way my sin;
2 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, by  anx -ious thoughts op - pressed;
3 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, nor let me go a - stray;
4 Lord Je - sus, think on  me, that, when the flood 1s  past
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self - ish pas-sions set

me free and make me pure with-in.

let me your lov-ing ser - vant be and taste your prom-ised rest.
through dark-ness and per - plex - 1 - ty point out your cho - sen way.
| may thee-ter - nal bright-ness see and share your joy at last.
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Text: Synesius of Cyrene, 375-430; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808-1896, alt.
Music: SOUTHWELL, W. Daman, The Psalmes of Dauid, 1579, alt.

DISMISSAL

Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;

be of good courage;

hold fast to that which is good;

render to no one evil for evil;

strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;

help the afflicted; honor all people;

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.
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